
  
 

 

 

 

Over the past year I have had several 
opportunities to reflect on our 
community and all that we should be 
thankful for: family, friends, 
neighbors. I am particularly thankful to 
Pinawa’s volunteers. We have all been 
touched by the efforts of so many that 
give their time and experience to make 
our community thrive. 

A major change occurred at the 
Foundation in December; our long-term 
board member and treasurer Carol 
Findlay retired. Carol has been an 
important part of our Foundation for 
the past 16 years and she is missed. 
The board wants to thank her for all 
that she has done for the Foundation 
and our community. 

 

 

Over the past year, we have also added 
two new board members; Rob Murray 
and Liane Weigelt-Tirschman. Both are 
busy with various board committees 
and responsibilities. Welcome to the 
Foundation. 

The Foundation is proud to announce 
that we have awarded our 2026 
Thomas Sill Grants. The Arena Board 
has been given $15,000 for some very 
needed arena repairs. The Eastern  

 

Manitoba Concert Association has also 
been given $10,000 to improve the 
lighting system at the community 
centre. Congratulations! 

 The Foundation reached a major 
milestone in June 2026. With our 
Community Projects Month grants 
awarded on June 8th, the Foundation 
has now granted over $1.6 Million to 
groups in Pinawa. Most of these grants 
come from our endowment funds which 
total over $2.35 Million, allowing us to 
continue to support the community for 
years to come.  

2025 Pinawa Scholarships 
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Community Project Month 

The Foundation would like to thank 
everyone that donated to our annual 
Community Project Month in May 2026. 
This year, we raised over $126,600 for 
16 projects, including the 50% top up 
provided by the Foundation, including: 

Children’s Place Day-Care – “New 

dishwasher/Flooring”. Raised: $9,950  

Survivor’s Hope – “Reaching Out Project”. 

Raised: $14,358  

Pinawa Cancer Care – “New Stretcher”. 

Raised: $13,025  

F. W. Gilbert PAC – “Gymnastic Mats”. 

Raised $4,338 

Pinawa Lions Club – “Pinawa Birthday 

Weekend Expenses”. Raised: $8,277  

Pinawa Public Library – “Office Upgrades”. 

Raised: $4,184 

WSXC Ski Club – “Snowmobile for Trail 

Grooming”. Raised: $7,752  

Courts of Pinawa Club – “Install AED”. 

Raised: $1,995 

Pinawa Minor Baseball – “New 

Equipment”. Raised: $1,612 

Two Rivers Seniors – “Services for Seniors 

programs”. Raised: $11,233  

Pinawa Minor Hockey - “Portable Boards”. 

Raised: $6,379 

Pinawa Health Auxiliary – “Replacement 

Bed/Mattress Project Year 3”. Raised: 

$20,782 

Pinawa Holiday Cheer Committee – 

“Holiday Decorations”. Raised: $1,335  

Orville Acres Arena - “Brine Line 

Straightening”. Raised: $12,622 

Pinawa Swimming Pool – “Free Swim 

Program for Pinawa Residents”. Raised: 

$4,013  

Pinawa Art 211 – “Wellness Workshops”. 

Raised: $4,763 

A Year of Change 
By Chris Saunders, Chairperson 

Carol and Chris at a Provincial 
Conference for Community Foundations 

Making a Difference 

June 2026 

The Pinawa Foundation Citizenship 
Scholarship ($1,750) was awarded to 
Raquel Long. Raquel is enrolled in 
Northern College to study to study 
to become a Veterinary Technician 

become a Veterinary Technician.   

awarded to Raquel Long. Raquel is 
enrolled in Northern College to 

study to     

become a Veterinary Technician.   

The Gladys Guthrie Memorial 
Scholarship ($2,000) was awarded 
to Annika Suski. Annika is studying 

the field of Diagnostic Medical 
Sonography and Ultrasound 

 



  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

2026 YIP Grants 

Pinawa Daycare – Learning Activity Trays -$550 

Survivors Hope – Marketing Materials - $200 

Pinawa Library – Dementia Activity Kits- $350 

Orville Acres Arena – Skate Sharpener - $500 

Pinawa Hospital - Wheelchair Cushions - $1,000 

FW Gilbert - PAC- Floor Curling Stones - $400 

2025 Financial Summary 

2025 Fast Facts 

> $1.6 Million granted since 2011. 

> $174,500 granted to Pinawa groups 
in 2025. 

> Our Giving Challenge raised 
$108,400 for our endowment 
funds. 

> $230,000 donated to Foundation. 

> $2.35 Million in our endowed 
funds. 

YIP Group has donated over $27,000 
over 9 years. 

Income Statement 

Balance Sheet 

2026 Board of Directors 
 
Chris Saunders – Chairperson 
Kate Kaminski – Treasurer 
Connie Hamon – Secretary 
Cindy Litke – Social Media 
Lisa Krupka - YIP 
Kristen Ticknor - Newsletters 
John Tait – Member at Large 
Rob Murray - Member at Large 
Liane Weigelt-Tirschman – Member 
at Large 

Biographies are on our web page 

 

For more information or to donate, visit us at pinawafoundation.org 
or check us out at Facebook. 

We accept e-transfers to pinawafoundation@gmail.com  

For our Good. For our Future. 

Check out our QR Code to go to our donation page. 

mailto:pinawafoundation@gmail.com

